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Enforcement Guidelines for Implementation of the PhD Candidate Qualifying Assessment in
Doctoral Program in Political Economy, Department of Political Science
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1. To improve the research abilities of doctoral students and equip them with the necessary academic

qualifications, by the provisions of the NCKU Directions for the Administration of the Ph.D.

Qualifying Examination, the Department of Political Science establishes the Enforcement

Guidelines for Implementation of the PhD Candidate Qualifying Assessment in Doctoral Program
in Political Economy.
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2. Doctoral students in the Department must pass the qualifying examination of the Department
before they can be promoted to the doctoral degree candidate.
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3. Requirements for doctoral candidates: Doctoral students who have completed at least one year of
study and have completed their graduation credits are eligible to apply for the qualifying
examination. In principle, the qualification examination should be completed within 4 semesters after

admission, and no more than 10 semesters at most; the Department will notify the Registrar Section to
expel those who fail to meet the requirements.
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4.The relevant examinations mentioned above will be held at the end of each semester (First

Semester: 7/31; Second Semester, 1/31). The time and location of the examination will be announced
separately by the Department. Doctoral students should apply in the first week of each semester.
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5. Qualifying Examination Subjects: Doctoral students shall select two areas from the four areas of

elective courses and take one subject from each of the two elective areas. In principle, one examination

subject can be taken per application. Those with an average academic score of 85 points or above are
not subject to the restriction above. The answering time for each test subject is four hours.
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6. The exam drafters committee for the qualifying examination for doctoral candidates shall be
convened by the Chair of the Department within two weeks after a doctoral student applies for
the qualifying examination. For each subject, at least two members of the committee shall be
appointed based on the principle of employing teachers specializing in relevant subjects. The
scope of the exam questions shall be announced at least three months before the examination.
When the supervisor of a doctoral student is the Chair of the Department, the Department affairs
meeting shall appoint a convener to be responsible for the relevant matters of the qualification
examination.
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7. The passing grade for the qualifying examination is 70 points for each subject, and those who

fail may apply for a retake, which is limited to one time. Students may also apply for a change
of examination field, which is limited to one time.
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8. Candidates are not allowed to use electronic devices or other approaches to communicate with
the outside world while taking the exam. Each violation will result in a five-point deduction
from the score of the subject. The final score may be deducted to zero, depending on the
case under investigation.

1 ﬂ‘a’gﬁ’iﬁﬂ%qﬂ:ﬂ‘gviﬂg@w oo gL PES o

9. The guidelines shall come into effect after they are approved by the departmental meeting and
shall be amended in the same manner.
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