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Curriculum and Regulations for Master’s Program in Political Economy,
Department of Political Science
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Article 1.

The regulations herein are specifically formulated to promote students’ research
ability and their professional knowledge in the master’s degree program. It is
expected that the competitiveness of the Department of Political Science
(hereinafter, the Department) and our graduate students are ultimately graded
accordingly.
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Article 2. Study Duration and Credits
1. Students in this master’s program shall complete their program degree within a
regular study duration of up to four years (a minimum of one year and a maximum of
four years).
2. Students in this master’s program are required to complete a minimum of 33
credit hours. Students should take 6 credits from the core courses (2 courses) and
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another 21 credits from the elective courses (7 courses) to accumulate a total of 33
credits (including 6 credits for the master’s thesis) to complete the program
successfully.

3. The elective courses are divided into four areas of study, which include: (1)
Political Theories and Methods; (2) Public Administration; (3) Comparative Politics;
and (4) International Relations. Every graduate student is required to choose one
among the four areas of study as his/her major. In addition to the 6 credits of core
courses, s/he must complete two additional courses (6 credits) in his/her major field.
Lastly, s/he is required to take two additional courses from the other remaining areas
of study. The two elective courses should not fall into identical areas of study.

4. Students in this master’s program should take at least one course each semester
and no more than four courses (12 credits) per semester. A student may be able to
take one extra course (3 credits) only under the circumstance that their average score
in the previous semester is above 80 points.

5. Before taking courses offered by other Departments and/or Institutes, graduate
students must submit an application to the Department office and receive approval
from the Chair of the Department. Once approved by the Chair, students can take up
to two courses, one course per semester.
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Article 3.

Participation in Academic Activities
At the time of applying for the degree examination, the student shall submit
proof of participating in at least 4 conferences/symposiums.
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Article 4. Thesis Advisor

1.

A4
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In principle, the thesis advisor shall be a full-time faculty or adjunct
professor from the Department of Political Science at NCKU. If it is
necessary to have your thesis supervised by faculty out of this Department,
Students must submit an application detailing the intended thesis advisor
with regards to his/her academic background that directly corresponds to the
thesis. The intended thesis advisor should have already published at least
one book or six journal papers relating to the area of supervision. The
application will be reviewed and determined by the Chair of the Department.

In principle, each full-time faculty in the Department is allowed to
supervise two graduate students per year of entry, and six students in total
for the entire master’s program. Any special exceptions must be approved
by the departmental meeting. The adjunct faculty in the Department and
other faculty from other departments in NCKU can only supervise one
student at most per year of entry.

To select a thesis advisor, graduate students must fill in the official
application form. The intended advisor will be confirmed when the Chair of
the Department reviews and signs the application form. The same procedure
applies when changing thesis advisors and thesis topics.

The application for changing thesis advisors will be processed following
the separate regulations that govern the applications for graduate students to
change thesis advisors.
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1.

Students in this master’s program are advised to consider the possible directions
of the thesis theme after enrollment. They are urged to approach any faculty for
potential thesis advisors and their thesis topics.

To process a thesis proposal review, the applicant shall submit proof of
completion in 6 hours of the “Academic Ethics” course provided by the NCKU
Office of Academic Integrity, and official transcripts from previous academic
years. The topic and research direction of the thesis must be related to courses
previously (or currently) taken by the student. Successful completion (or soon to
be completed) of the required courses is to be shown in the copy of their
transcripts. Once a graduate student is being supervised by the thesis advisor, s/he
should consult the advisor when taking any elective courses.

The thesis proposal should include the following items: (1) Research purpose, the
significance of the thesis, and expected results/contributions; (2) Theoretical
framework and research methods; (3) Literature review and data sources; (4)
Bibliography. In principle, the length of the main body of the thesis proposal
should be around 10,000 words.

Application Dates: As early as the beginning of the new academic semester until
the end of May or December. The actual date and time for conducting the oral
defense of the proposal will be further announced by the Department office.

The thesis proposal will be reviewed by a committee composed of three faculty
members from the Department. The most senior member of the committee, other
than the thesis advisor, will serve as the moderator during the thesis proposal
reviewing session. The session shall not be less than 40 minutes, of which 10
minutes shall be the applicant’s oral presentation.

The thesis proposal reviewing session shall be open to all faculty and students of
the Department.

For any graduate students who wish to change the thesis topic after successfully
passing the oral defense, a formal approval is needed from the Chair of the
Department, and the following second round of thesis proposal reviewing session
is required for the new thesis topic.
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Article 6. Degree Examination

1. A graduate student can only apply for a degree examination four months

after s/he successfully passes the thesis proposal reviewing session.
However, those who have achieved a score of more than 90 points in the
thesis proposal reviewing session are not subject to the restrictions above.



2. The oral examination for a master’s degree defense is held once per

semester. Applicants must submit the first draft of their thesis, abstract,
and a Turnitin thesis comparison report that could be accessed through the
NCKU Library. A similarity report of less than 20% will be accepted.
(Only the Chinese and English abstracts and the reference list could be
excluded from the thesis comparison report. The report shall be reviewed
and verified by the thesis advisor and Department Office.
The application should be approved and signed by the thesis advisor
before submission. The application periods for the degree examination
start at the beginning of the new semester and ends every May 15" or
November 15" of each year. The actual date and time for the degree oral
examination will be announced by the Department Office. Each graduate
student is only allowed to apply twice during the entire study of the
master’s program.

3. The master’s degree examination committee consists of three to five
members (including the thesis advisor, one member from the Department
of Political Science, and another member outside of the Department). The
committee members for the oral degree examination should meet the
following qualifications:

(1) Current or former professors, associate professors, and assistant

professors.

(2) Academician of Academia Sinica, current or former research fellow,

associate research fellow, and assistant research fellow of Academia Sinica.

(3) Anyone with a Ph.D. degree and academic achievements.

(4) Expert with academic and/or professional achievements in a research

field that is rare or special.

The nomination of committee members that falls into the preceding items 3
and 4 shall be reviewed and approved by the Departmental meeting.

Neither the thesis (co-)advisor nor any committee members can be the
spouse of the graduate student or any relative within the third degree of
relationship.

4. The duration of the oral examination shall last more than 80 minutes, of
which 15 minutes would be the student’s presentation. The most senior
oral examiner, other than the thesis advisor will serve as the moderator
during the oral examination.

5. While the maximum score for the degree examination is 100 points, the
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satisfactory passing score is 70 points. The oral degree examination
would be held once only, and the result is to be decided by the average
score of all members. The student taking the degree examination is
considered to successfully pass the exam when two-thirds of the
committee members mark above the passing point of 70 points.

The results for any graduate thesis oral examination are rated in three
types: pass, pending review, and fail. For those who are rated further
pending review, the oral examination committee shall arrange another
date and time for the next oral examination and the graduate student shall
re-submit the revised thesis draft to the Department office within the
given time limit. Those who do not comply with the requirements are
considered to fail the degree examination.

6. After the defense of the thesis, graduate students must revise the content
of the thesis under the instructions and requirements specified by the oral
examination committees and re-submit the formal and complete version
of the master’s thesis no later than August 15 or the end of January,
depending upon the semester the thesis examination took place.

7. Seven copies of the complete thesis should be submitted to the
Department office, including three copies for each oral examination
committee member, two copies for the Department office, one copy for
the NCKU registration section, and the last one copy for the NCKU
library.
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Article 7.

Any matters not covered in this regulation will be processed under the
National Cheng Kung University Academic Regulations, the NCKU Graduate
Student Policies, and Rules, the NCKU Rules and Regulations of Graduation
Examination for Graduate Students, the NCKU Course Credit Waiver
Regulations, and other related rules or regulations.
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Article 8.

The regulations herein shall come into effect after it is approved by the departmental
meeting of the Department of Political Science and shall be amended in the same
manner.
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