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Detailed Regulations for the Implementation of the PhD Degree Examination for

Doctoral Program in Political Economy, Department of Political Science
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Article 1-These rules for the implementation of the doctoral degree examinations in this Department are
hereby formulated in accordance with NCKU Rules and Regulations of Graduation Examination
for Graduate Students and Notes for the Administration of Doctoral Degree Examinations.
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Article 2-Doctoral students (hereinafter referred to as "applicants") of the Department who meet the

following requirements may apply for the doctoral degree examination:

1. Complete of the required subjects and credits specified by the Department.

2. Pass the doctoral degree candidate qualification examination.

3. Pass the doctoral dissertation proposal review.

4. Proof of participation in at least 10 academic conferences.

5. Submission of a certificate equivalent to passing the upper-intermediate General English
Proficiency Test (GEPT) examination, or publication of one work in English (as the first author)
in an academic paper as described in the sixth item below.

After enrollment, students must publish academic works. Only those who meet the academic

scoring requirements of this section and have a total score of 30 points or more are eligible

to apply for the doctoral degree examination. The criteria and method for scoring are as
follows:

(1) Journal articles published in SSCI, SCI, JEL, El, A&HCI or equivalent journals are worth
30 points.

(2) Journal articles published in TSSCI are worth 20 points.

(3) Journal articles published in English academic journals with a two-way anonymous review
system are worth 20 points.

(4) Journal articles published in domestic academic journals with a two-way anonymous
review system will be awarded 10 points. (For mainland China, only CSSCI level is
counted).

(5) Papers published in international academic conferences that have a full-text review
system and are conducted entirely in English will be awarded 6 points.

(6) Papers published in domestic academic conferences with a full-text review system will be
awarded 4 points.

(7) If the article is published in a government agency publication with an external review
system and the article length exceeds 8,000 words, 2 points will be awarded.

(8) Academic works are subject to peer review. (Scoring requires approval after review by the
supervising professor and submission for review and decision by the Department’s
Doctoral Degree Examination Review Committee).

The above-mentioned articles presented at conferences accumulate a maximum total score of

15 points. Articles published in accordance with items (3) and (8) above must present formal

letters from journals indicating that they have undergone review or double-blind peer review,

along with sample review comments and defense records to prove this. For the publication of
the above-mentioned papers, the applicant must have at least one first-authored publication.

Points for sole-authored and co-authored first-authored publications are calculated as described

above. Points for co-authored publications as the second author are calculated at half the rate.

Scoring must be confirmed by the supervising professor before submission to the Department’s

Doctoral Degree Examination Review Committee for review. Duplicate publications or equivalent

duplicate publications are not counted towards scoring. Academic papers published by students

after enrollment may not be rewritten from their own master's theses. Papers published in
predatory journals or predatory conference proceedings, as well as duplicate publications or
equivalent duplicate publications, are not counted.
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Article 3 - Those applying for qualification review for the degree examination may submit their
applications to the Department Office after the start of classes according to the university
calendar. The Department Office shall review the qualifications of the applicants, including the
required subjects and credits, qualification examinations, and years of study, as well as
confirm the results of the originality check of the thesis. Applicants must submit their
applications to the Department Office within the time frame announced by the Department
Office each semester. Applicants are required to provide:

1. Degree Examination Application
2. The Department’s Eligibility Review Form for PhD Examination, including:

(1) Official transcript of academic records.

(2) Natification of passing the PhD Candidate Qualifying Examination.

(3) PhD Thesis Proposal Review Report.

(4) List of accepted published papers and works that meet the departmental requirements
noted in Article 2, Section 6.

(5) The topic of the initial draft of the thesis should be consistent with the topic of the thesis
proposal. In the event of any changes to the thesis title between the examination and the
thesis proposal review, the Statement of Thesis Title Change must be provided, along with
the signature of the supervising professor to signify agreement.

(6) Proof of Participation in Academic Activities.

(7) Proof of passing the equivalent of the upper-intermediate level of the General English
Proficiency Test (GEPT), or evidence of having published at least one work in English (as
the first author) in accordance with the provisions of Article 2, Section 6 (must provide a
printed copy).

(8) The initial draft and abstract of the thesis (submit both digital copy and six printed copies of
the initial draft to the Department Office).

(9) Originality report of the thesis, confirmed by the supervising professor's signature (generated
using the Turnitin originality checking system of NCKU Library, with a similarity index of less
than 20% after excluding the bibliography).

(10) Master’s thesis abstract in English & Chinese.
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Article 4 - The application documents related to the degree examination specified in Article 3 shall be
submitted to the Department’'s Doctoral Degree Examination Review Committee (hereinafter
referred to as the Review Committee) for review. The Review Committee shall be composed
according to Article 3 of the NCKU Notes for the Administration of Doctoral Degree Examinations,
with members being associate professors or above from the Department. After the examination
results are approved by the Department Chair, the Department Office shall submit the applicant's
degree examination application, the list of degree examination committee members, the timetable
for the degree examination, the budget for the examination expenses, and the minutes of the
Review Committee meeting to the Academic Affairs Office for approval by the Dean of Academic
Affairs, and then proceed with the degree examination.
If the result of the Review Committee is unsuccessful, the applicant must withdraw the
application for the degree examination for that semester. For applicants who pass the review,
their thesis and appointment letters for the degree Review Committee members shall be sent
by the Department Office to internal and external committee members for review. The oral
defense can be scheduled two weeks after the day of sending, and the thesis must be presented
in a public lecture before the examination.
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Article 5 - The Doctoral Degree Examination Committee shall consist of five to nine members (including

the supervising professor), with at least one-third being external members. The Department

shall select members who, besides having specialized research in the subject of the doctoral
candidate's thesis, meet one of the below qualifications to serve as examination committee
members. The Department Chair shall request the approval of the President after signing the

appointment. The supervising professor may not serve as the convener.
1. Current or former professors, associate professors.

2. Members of the Academia Sinica, current or former researchers and associate researchers
of the Academia Sinica.

3. Holders of a doctoral degree with notable academic achievements.

4. Experts in rare or specialized fields with notable academic or professional achievements.
The qualifications for appointment under the third and fourth items above must be reviewed
and approved by the Departmental Affairs Meeting. Examination committee members must
attend the committee meeting in person and may not delegate representation to others. The
Doctoral Degree Examination Committee must have at least five members present, with at
least one-third being external members, in order to proceed.
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Article 6 - The Doctoral Degree Examination shall be held once per semester and conducted in the form
of an oral defense. The Doctoral Degree Examination for the first semester must be completed
by January 20th, and for the second semester, by July 20th. The oral defense shall be evaluated
according to the NCKU Doctoral Degree Examination Thesis Evaluation Form and conducted
through anonymous voting. A passing grade requires agreement from two-thirds or more of the
attending committee members, with an average score of 70 or above. Only one attempt is

allowed for evaluation.

If a student fails the degree examination but the maximum period of study has not yet expired,
they may apply for a re-examination in the next semester or academic year. However, only one
re-examination attempt is permitted.

Applicants who have applied for the degree examination but are unable to complete it within the
semester due to unforeseen circumstances should apply to withdraw from the examination
before the end of the semester. If they fail to withdraw by the deadline and the examination is
not conducted, it will be considered as one failed attempt.
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Article 7 - The |mplementat|on regulations shall be enforced upon approval by the Departmental Affairs
Meeting, and any amendments shall also follow the same procedure.
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